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favor the Spaniards it was not for lack of valor but principally
because we had poor ships.

I know that my temerity in making this request of you is
very great; but invoking the fact that we belong to the same
profession and remembering that you have more than once
had the kindness to praise my conduct, I force myself to believe
that this will be well received.

The affair has an immense importance for me since it is
closely related to my honor and personal reputation.

I have another request to make of you, and that is in favor
of Captain Del Rio, old and sick, late naval commandant at
Subic, and the officers, sailors and soldiers who are with him
in the power of the insurgents, and very badly treated. If you
would consent to arrange for their transfer to Manila, continu-
ing as prisoners, they would be satisfied.

For my part, after begging your pardon a thousand times
for the liberty which I am taking, I hope that you will kindly
grant my request, for which your faithful servant will be eter-
nally grateful.

PATRICIO MONTOJO.

REAR-ADMIRAL MONTOJO,

Manila.
My dear Sir:

It gives me pleasure, replying to your letter of the 2,6th
instant, to record my testimony in favor of a gallant foe.

1.  In regard to the port of Subic, it was carefully reconnoi-
tred on the 3Oth of April by three of my ships, two of which
made the complete circuit of the bay without finding anything
to oppose them.

2.  Your statement as to the probability of greater loss  of
life in a deep bay like that of Subic than in shoal water as at
Cavite, appears to me to be incontrovertible.

3.  Although without accurate knowledge as to the condi-
tion of your ships, I have no hesitation in saying to you what
I have already had the honor to report to my government, that
your defense at Cavite was gallant in the extreme.    The fight-
ing of your flagship, which was singled out for attack, was es- we answered as far as we could', with
